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The information report is a brief summary of how the school’s SEN policy is used
We at IGHS are committed to identifying and meeting the needs of all students in order to allow them to arrive at and even exceed their potential. This is monitored by our Going for Gold department. One Aspect of this department is our SEND provision. A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her. 
How does the school know if my child has special educational needs and needs additional support?
Some students may already have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) or have been identified as needing SEND support by their previous school, usually a primary setting. In such cases, key staff at Islamiyah Girls High School liaise closely with feeder primaries to ensure that all relevant information is transferred before students arrive. This enables us to put the right support in place from the very beginning. Where needs have not previously been identified, the school has effective screening procedures to ensure that students with SEND are recognised and supported appropriately. These include:
· Year 7 baseline assessments in Maths and English taken on entry to the school
· Cognitive Abilities Tests (CATs)
· NGRT (New Group Reading Test)
· SWST (Single Word Spelling Test)
· Feedback from teachers and parents about student progress
When a student has significant gaps in terms of their actual progress or access to learning, and when these difficulties can be ascribed to an identifiable learning need, the student will be placed on the SEND register so that they are able to make greater progress with SEND support. SENco will work with the student, parents and teachers to create an Individual educational plan (IEP) which identifies the needs of the student and the strategies and interventions to be used to support their progress. This will be regularly reviewed. This document is shared will staff support the student in order to create consistency in the level of support provided. Teachers will then will endeavour to adapt their lessons to meet these. Where necessary external agencies will also be contacted to provide specialist support. The student will be removed from the SEND register when/if they no longer need the additional support.
How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child will receive?
The Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENco) will make decisions about support. Decisions will be based on the rate of progress students are making and carefully matching interventions to any significant barriers to learning.  All interventions are evaluated, and information will be shared with you before and regularly throughout intervention.  Evaluation is based on progress against specific targets and achievement across all subjects 
How will I be involved in the support given to my child?
Positive relationships with our parents and carers are very important to us at IGHS, once your child is placed on the SEND register you will be informed and will regularly be contacted and involved in the decision-making process. We are always looking at ways to improve our relationships with parents some initiatives include: consultation meetings which include discussions in any changes in the SEN provision, coffee mornings and parent’s evenings. Parents/ carers are encouraged to contact the school to discuss individual student needs. 
What provision is there for students with Special Educational Needs?
If a student with SEND is not making their expected progress we offer targeted intervention and whole-school initiatives including (but not limited to): 
· 1:1 or small group Literacy intervention
· Hand writing intervention
· Lunchtime interventions
· Some students use coloured overlays/ reading rulers (plastic sheets with coloured tints) to support with reading. 
· Intervention with small groups for English, Maths, Science and other subjects which SEND pupils may be struggling with
· Where possible support from Teaching Assistants who are subject specialists both in and out of lessons 
· Pastoral support for those with social and emotional wellbeing, and mental health (SMEH) needs
· Targeted literacy support for EAL pupils 
· Access Arrangements for public examinations/ in school assessments (e.g., the application of rest breaks; extra time; readers; scribe);

How will I know how my child is doing?

The IGHS communicates regularly with parents/ carers about the progress of each student. This is done via termly meetings (face-to-face, via email or telephone call) to review progress and consider how best to support the student. Interventions that parents/ carers can help with at home can be discussed at these meetings and at consultation evenings. In addition, parents/ carers with a student completing weekend intervention will have half termly meeting discussing the progress of the intervention and any additional support strategies to be put in place. 
What support is there for my child’s well‐being?
Support, will be categorised according to the four following areas of need as specified in the SEND Code of Practice: 
• cognition and learning; 
• communication and interaction; 
• Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH); 
• sensory and/ or physical

IGHS considers student wellbeing to be of the utmost importance and there is a strong pastoral team to support and guide students. In addition, the school will provide social skills intervention as well as specialised sessions arranged through external agencies to support their well-being. 
Will my child be included in all activities and trips?
Yes. Activities are offered to all students and reasonable adjustments will be made to allow students to fully engage with all aspects of school life. The school endeavours to be as inclusive as possible. There are times when an additional risk assessment may be required for an individual student with SEND in order for them to participate in physical activities or a trip/ residential visit. 
What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the Academy?
Is additional support in place for Post 16/ Post 18?
The careers lead will provide 1:1 career advise and support to all SEN students. This will take form in the bi-weekly careers club. This will take into consideration their strengths; weaknesses as well wishes will be presented in their own personal portfolio. Where necessary careers lead will liaise with external agencies, teachers to other specialists to support the student to achieve the skills required to meet their goals and ensure that are ready for work or further education. 

Who will support my child?
All students have the universal support from their form tutor and their classroom teachers. IGHS takes the approach of Quality First teaching and therefore teachers are given regular training in order to support them to plan and deliver lessons which allow all students to make progress.  Students are also supported by the SENco who will have regular meetings with them to assess the effectiveness of support provided in all areas including interventions and teachings. This allows us to develop a graduated support for our SEND provision. 
How accessible is the school for children with disabilities?
Our school building is fully accessible for disabled students all our classes and toilets are on the ground floor
What Is Quality First Teaching?
Quality First Teaching is a style of teaching that emphasises high quality, inclusive teaching for all pupils in a class. Quality first teaching includes differentiated learning, strategies to support SEN pupils' learning in class, on-going formative assessment and many others.
Who can I contact for further information?
The first point of contact for any queries with regards to the SEND provision would be the schools SENco Mrs Zaira Ashraf at info@ighs.org.uk 
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